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a r t  a r o u n d  t h e  c l o c k
Where does the time go? It seemed after this year’s long winter that we would never see summer again, but here 
we are already in August and gearing up for our RI Small Works Fundraiser and the 2018 National Watermedia 
Competition. Not to mention, an ice cream social, our annual art yard sale, and pretty soon we’ll have information 
on our calendar contest for 2019! The fact that we’re too busy to check the clock is an indication that we’re 
growing exponentially. Our membership has hit the 400 count mark and with new programming always being 
added and explored, we’re bound to keep growing. But we don’t want to brag; we’ll let your talents do all the 
talking for us. 

If you haven’t already submitted work to the two upcoming shows, you still have a few days left to do it. We’ll be 
having an ice cream social from noon-1:00pm for the August 4th fundraiser opening. What better way to spend 
a hot August day than to make your own colossal sundae with all the toppings and view some beautiful art for 
sale in our air-conditioned space? Also, we’re accepting donations for our art yard sale on September 8th. If you 
have any new or lightly used supplies collecting dust in a corner of your studio, consider bringing them by. One 
artist’s trash is another artist’s treasure, after all. As we approach autumn, we’ll be adding more exciting events 
to our programming schedule, so be sure to sign up for our email blasts to keep updated. Happy painting!

Tropicolor by Al Albrektson



D Y A N  g i n g r a s  R O O K
How did you get started as an artist?
I guess the answer to this implies another 
question. Who is an artist? I would tell my 
students we are all artists when we are 
intentionally involved in a creative process. 
It matters little whether others like what we 
produce or if we make a living doing it. So when 
did I get started? I don’t ever remember not 
trying to be creative with whatever tools were 
at my disposal. I was always encouraged to 
create. I majored in art and taught for 34 years, 

but by my definition is that I have always been one. However, there are still 
times that when I am referred to as an artist I am a bit startled!

Who are your biggest artistic influences?
This is a tough one because there always seems to be someone else I am in 
awe of. Those artists who create magic with the way they depict light are my 
favorites. Joaquin Sorolla is one of the best. I was very lucky to have been able 
to visit his studio in Madrid and to see his paintings up close. They are stunning 
for their energy and passion. Anders Zorn’s use of a very limited palette is also 
very impressive. Some contemporaries include: Colin Page, George Nick, Roos 
Schuring, Carol Marine and David Lloyd. I also need to include my students who 
never cease to amaze and inspire me.

What is your favorite subject to paint?
I try to paint what I know and love. That may be a still life with light from a 
window, figures on the street or flowers from my garden. I like to imagine there 
is a story within that may reveal itself. I love color and how it changes in the 
light. Capturing this is often daunting, but I think that is what keeps me painting. 
I also try to be open to different subject matter, media and techniques.

Where do you enjoy painting the most?
I enjoy painting en plein air, but I don’t do it as much as I would like. I do love 
painting with other artists whether outside, in a workshop or in my studio as 

there is so much to be gained from those 
experiences. I must admit, however, I am most 
comfortable in my studio. I have my reference 
photos on my laptop, still life materials, music 
and lighting I can control. I need to be excited 
about my subject matter and composition. This 
can take some time, so being comfortable with 
a cup of coffee is helpful. Once I get started, I 
try to remember that the devil is in the details 
so I use photographic reference only as a tool. 
I have also learned that at some point in the 
process some distraction is good... talking on 
the phone or listening to the radio will often 
help me to work more intuitively. I also remind 
myself that often many paintings look a lot better in the morning!

How do you determine if a piece is 
finished and/or successful?
So many times I have looked at a painting 
already framed and had the urge to add 
just one or ten more strokes. Often that is 
not the best idea. To know when to stop is 
so difficult. I always feel any painting can 
be improved by subtraction or addition. 
I am not sure if I can say any one of my 
paintings is done. In the end I have to feel 
some confidence that I have completed 

what I set out to do. I believe sharing my work is a bit like baring my soul, 
which is a very humbling experience. Art making has always been how I try to 
celebrate the unusual and the ordinary. If viewers notice the color of light in 
one of my paintings and days later discover that light illuminating their morning 
coffee, then I have succeeded! I am very grateful to RIWS for the opportunity to 
share my work, learn new skills and broaden my circle of artist friends. It is such 
a wonderful resource for members and those who just stop by to look.

President’s & Director’s Corners

President’s Corner

Director’s Corner

Like most artists, I plan the “art” I want to do on vacation. Sometimes you have plans to work on a complete painting, but many times you have 
time limitations or cannot bring all your materials. This year right before vacation, I happened to buy two watercolor magazines (because how can 
you resist them). They both had some great information and ideas that I took with me on vacation.

In The Art of Watercolour, our September juror and workshop artist Vladislav Yelisyev is spotlighted. His quote, “The ability to draw is a must for 
artists because we sometimes need to alter reality if we want to deliver our message loud and clear” is brilliant. 

In Watercolor Artist, there was a concentration on travel sketchbooks. The example pages were great. Some pages were black and white sketches, 
some small paintings, and other incorporated text detailing the journey.

We all have heard and seen these ideas; yet seeing these articles refreshed my view that I really should sketch more. And as I spent brief moments 
sketching on vacation, I realize how much I learn with every new sketch. Simply drawing is captivating.

Don’t forget! Our Art Yard Sale is coming up in September and we still need your donations. Donate today to help make that event an outstanding 
success. One task we often face here at the Rhode Island Watercolor Society is that so much of our programming happens towards the end of the 
summer and into the fall. While we enter into our busy season, we strongly encourage you to participate in as much of it as possible. The National 
Water Media Competition had an original deadline of August 3rd. We’re pleased to announce that we’ve just extended the deadline to Monday, 
August 6th. That will give all you procrastinators the weekend to finish up your pieces! My sincerest thanks to those of you that have already 
applied (and on time!). Saturday, August 5th is the Rhode Island Themed Small Works Exhibition. This is a little bit different for us as we’re having 
folks showcase works with a lower price with the hopes of increasing sales. We’re splitting commission 50/50 with the exhibiting artists so that 
is both a fundraiser for RIWS as well as our participating artists. There are a couple events in Slater Park during the duration of that show that 
we hope will increase traffic during the exhibition. Be sure and keep an eye on your inboxes for even more upcoming programing here at RIWS.

Jackie Habig, President

Sam Green, Gallery Director

RIWS Member Interview           

Autumn’s Gift

A Little Light Reading



Gallery Events  

V ladislav Yeliseyev

3-Day Watercolor Workshop
September 12-14

9am-4pm each day
Members $475 / Non-members $475

Mary Wojciechowski: 
Alcohol Ink Workshop

1-Day Workshop
(Beginners Welcome!)

August 11, 2018
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Members $90  / Non-members $110

RIWS NATIONAL 
SHOW 2018

JUROR: Vladislav Yeliseyev
OPENING RECEPTION: Sep 15, 2-4pm
DEMO: Vladislav Yeliseyev, Sept 15
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Aug 3

NOTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE: Aug 15
DROP OFF / DELIVERY: Aug 17 - Sep 8
JURYING OF AWARDS: Sep 12
PICK UP / SHIPPING: Nov 9 - 24

- WATERMEDIA ONLY - 
EXHIBITION DATES: September 15 - November 8
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Dates to Remember 

June 23 - August 2
August 3
August 3
August 4
August 4

August 4 - September 13
August 8
August 11
August 15
August 17 - September 8
September 8
September 12
September 13
September 15

September 15 - November 8
October 13 - October 27
November 8
November 10
November 10 - January 3

Light & Shadow Open Juried Show Exhibition 
23rd National Watermedia Competition Submission Deadline
Rhode Island Small Works Fundraiser Drop Off Deadline
Ice Cream Social 12-1pm
Rhode Island Small Works Fundraiser Opening Reception, 2-4pm
(with demo by Jane Newton at 1pm)
Rhode Island Small Works Fundraiser Exhibition 
Annual RIWS Art Yard Sale
Mary Wojciechowski: Alcohol Ink Workshop
23rd National Watermedia Competition Notification of Acceptance
23rd National Watermedia Competition Drop Off/Delivery
Annual Art Yard Sale
23rd National Watermedia Competition Jurying of Awards
23rd National Watermedia Competition Winners Notification
23rd National Watermedia Competition Opening Reception, 2-4pm
(with demo by Vladislav Yeliseyev at 1pm))
23rd National Watermedia Competition Exhibition Dates 
Artist’s Choice Open Juried Show Online Submission  
Artist’s Choice Open Juried Show Deadline for Drop Off of Accepted Entries
Artist’s Choice Open Juried Show Opening Reception
Artist’s Choice Open Juried Show Online Exhibition Dates

RIWS Newsletter Information

Community Art Events
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A l l  h a n d s  o n  d e c k !  -  2 0 1 8 
An invitational exhibition focusing on work and play in Narragansett Bay.

August 4 – 30, 2018
Opening Reception: Saturday, August 4, 5 - 7 pm
Gallery Night: Thursday, August 9, 2018, 5 - 8 pm
Open Daily: Noon – 5 pm

All Hands on Deck! – 2018 celebrates the tradition of recreation and working vessels here on Narragansett Bay. Eight 
award-winning artists will present their unique perspective on this treasure. Featuring well-known artists including: 
Harley Bartlett, Jim Connelly, Mark Fernandez, Sam Green, John MacGowan, Jonathan McPhillips, Anthony Tomaselli 
and David Witbeck.

Spring Bull Gallery will feature Bill Lane during our Meet the Artist event on Thursday, August 9 from 5 – 8 pm during 
Gallery Night in Newport.  “Everyday scenes from life intrigue me the most; be it a barren skyline, boats at the dock or 
city life on a busy day” says Bill about his work. “I observe how the light plays into the scene and dances off the subjects. 
Because of this, I always work light to dark, saving those light values for the “sweet” spots in the painting.” 
Spring Bull Gallery, located at 55 Bellevue Avenue in Newport, Rhode Island, is wheel chair accessible and open free to 
the public. Gallery hours are noon to 5 p.m. daily. For additional information on this exhibition, future gallery events or 
member artists please call the gallery at 401-849-9166 or visit the gallery on-line www.springbullgallery.com

Spring Bull Gallery 
www.springbullgallery.com
http://www.facebook.com/SpringBullGallery
http://twitter.com/SpringBullNpt


